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A man murders his wife after she has admitted her infidelity; another man kills an openly gay teammate after
receiving a massage; a third man, white, goes for a jog in a “bad” neighborhood, carrying a pistol, and shoots
an African American teenager who had his hands in his pockets. When brought before the criminal justice
system, all three men argue that they should be found “not guilty”; the first two use the defense of
provocation, while the third argues he used his gun in self-defense.

Drawing upon these and similar cases, Cynthia Lee shows how two well-established, traditional criminal law
defenses—the doctrines of provocation and self-defense—enable majority-culture defendants to justify their
acts of violence. While the reasonableness requirement, inherent in both defenses, is designed to allow
community input and provide greater flexibility in legal decision-making, the requirement also allows
majority-culture defendants to rely on dominant social norms, such as masculinity, heterosexuality, and race
(i.e., racial stereotypes), to bolster their claims of reasonableness. At the same time, Lee examines other
cases that demonstrate that the reasonableness requirement tends to exclude the perspectives of minorities,
such as heterosexual women, gays and lesbians, and persons of color.

Murder and the Reasonable Man not only shows how largely invisible social norms and beliefs influence
the outcomes of certain criminal cases, but goes further, suggesting three tentative legal reforms to address
problems of bias and undue leniency. Ultimately, Lee cautions that the true solution lies in a change in social
attitudes.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl Sanders:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Adjacent to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Murder and the Reasonable
Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think which
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Bonnie Lugo:

The particular book Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical
America) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The
book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Fanny Rutledge:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Murder and the Reasonable Man:
Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical America) reserve written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written
within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then
you still uncertainty Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal Courtroom (Critical
America) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break
don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on
your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Al Fraire:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Murder and the Reasonable Man: Passion and Fear in the Criminal
Courtroom (Critical America) this reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world
now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes
this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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