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Humans are a puzzling species. On the one hand, we struggle to survive on our own in the wild, often failing
to overcome even basic challenges, like obtaining food, building shelters, or avoiding predators. On the other
hand, human groups have produced ingenious technologies, sophisticated languages, and complex
institutions that have permitted us to successfully expand into a vast range of diverse environments. What
has enabled us to dominate the globe, more than any other species, while remaining virtually helpless as lone
individuals? This book shows that the secret of our success lies not in our innate intelligence, but in our
collective brains—on the ability of human groups to socially interconnect and learn from one another over
generations.

Drawing insights from lost European explorers, clever chimpanzees, mobile hunter-gatherers, neuroscientific
findings, ancient bones, and the human genome, Joseph Henrich demonstrates how our collective brains have
propelled our species' genetic evolution and shaped our biology. Our early capacities for learning from others
produced many cultural innovations, such as fire, cooking, water containers, plant knowledge, and projectile
weapons, which in turn drove the expansion of our brains and altered our physiology, anatomy, and
psychology in crucial ways. Later on, some collective brains generated and recombined powerful concepts,
such as the lever, wheel, screw, and writing, while also creating the institutions that continue to alter our
motivations and perceptions. Henrich shows how our genetics and biology are inextricably interwoven with
cultural evolution, and how culture-gene interactions launched our species on an extraordinary evolutionary
trajectory.

Tracking clues from our ancient past to the present, The Secret of Our Success explores how the evolution of
both our cultural and social natures produce a collective intelligence that explains both our species' immense
success and the origins of human uniqueness.
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From reader reviews:

Lillian Carlucci:

This book untitled The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our
Species, and Making Us Smarter to be one of several books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is
because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book
in the book shop or you can order it by way of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this e-book from your list.

Doris Rice:

The reason why? Because this The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution,
Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior easier
to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Juan Moses:

This The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and
Making Us Smarter is great e-book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it
facts accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are
read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight
forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Secret of Our
Success: How Culture Is Driving Human Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter in
your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Amanda Young:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This book The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human
Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter was bright colored and of course has pictures
on the website. As we know that book The Secret of Our Success: How Culture Is Driving Human
Evolution, Domesticating Our Species, and Making Us Smarter has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character



on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading this.
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