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Theuntold story of how America's Progressive-era war on smallpox sparked one of the great civil
liberties battles of the twentieth century.

At the turn of the last century, a powerful smallpox epidemic swept the United States from coast to coast.
The age-old disease spread swiftly through an increasingly interconnected American landscape: from
southern tobacco plantations to the dense immigrant neighborhoods of northern cities to far-flung villages on
the edges of the nascent American empire. In Pox, award-winning historian Michael Willrich offersa
gripping chronicle of how the nation's continentwide fight against smallpox launched one of the most
important civil liberties struggles of the twentieth century.

At the dawn of the activist Progressive era and during a moment of great optimism about modern medicine,
the government responded to the deadly epidemic by calling for universal compulsory vaccination. To
enforce the law, public health authorities relied on quarantines, pesthouses, and "virus squads’-corps of
doctors and club-wielding police. Though these measures eventually contained the disease, they also sparked
awave of popular resistance among Americans who perceived them as athreat to their health and to their
rights.

At the time, anti-vaccinationists were often dismissed as misguided cranks, but Willrich argues that they
belonged to awider legacy of American dissent that attended the rise of an increasingly powerful
government. While awell-organized anti-vaccination movement sprang up during these years, many
Americansresisted in subtler ways-by concealing sick family members or forging immunization certificates.
Pox introduces us to memorable characters on both sides of the debate, from Henning Jacobson, a Swedish
Lutheran minister whose battle against vaccination went all the way to the Supreme Court, to C. P.
Wertenbaker, afederal surgeon who saw himself as a medical missionary combating a deadly-and
preventabl e-disease.

As Willrich suggests, many of the questions first raised by the Progressive-era antivaccination movement are
still with us: How far should the government go to protect us from peril? What happens when the interests of
public health collide with religious beliefs and personal conscience? In Pox, Willrich delivers ariveting tale
about the clash of modern medicine, civil liberties, and government power at the turn of the last century that
resonates powerfully today.
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From reader reviews:
Lula Estes:

The book Pox: An American History (Penguin History of American Life) can give more knowledge and aso
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book Pox: An American History (Penguin History of American Life)? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Pox: An American History (Penguin History of
American Life) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search
the enormous world by available and read areserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sheila Robinson:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Pox: An American History (Penguin
History of American Life) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still hesitation Pox: An
American History (Penguin History of American Life) as good book not only by the cover but also by
content. Thisis one guide that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular! ? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Evan Miller:

The book untitled Pox: An American History (Penguin History of American Life) contain alot of
information on this. The writer explains the girl ideawith easy technique. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this
book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and order it. Have anice
learn.

Mary Wright:

Beside thiskind of Pox: An American History (Penguin History of American Life) in your phone, it could
possibly give you away to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got hereisfresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Pox: An American History (Penguin History of
American Life) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this within your



hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you till
want to missit? Find this book aswell asread it from currently!
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