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In this heart-lifting chronicle, Richard Holmes, author of the best-selling The Age of Wonder, follows the
pioneer generation of balloon aeronauts, the daring and enigmatic men and women who risked their lives to
take to the air (or fall into the sky). Why they did it, what their contemporaries thought of them, and how
their flights revealed the secrets of our planet is a compelling adventure that only Holmes could tell.
 
His accounts of the early Anglo-French balloon rivalries, the crazy firework flights of the beautiful Sophie
Blanchard, the long-distance voyages of the American entrepreneur John Wise and French photographer
Felix Nadar are dramatic and exhilarating. Holmes documents as well the balloons used to observe the
horrors of modern battle during the Civil War (including a flight taken by George Armstrong Custer); the
legendary tale of at least sixty-seven manned balloons that escaped from Paris (the first successful civilian
airlift in history) during the Prussian siege of 1870-71; the high-altitude exploits of James Glaisher (who
rose) seven miles above the earth without oxygen, helping to establish the new science of meteorology); and
how Mary Shelley, Edgar Allan Poe, and Jules Verne felt the imaginative impact of flight and allowed it to
soar in their work.
 
A seamless fusion of history, art, science, biography, and the metaphysics of flights, Falling Upwards
explores the interplay between technology and imagination. And through the strange allure of these great
balloonists, it offers a masterly portrait of human endeavor, recklessness, and vision.

(With 24 pages of color illustrations, and black-and-white illustrations throughout.)

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

James Alvarez:

The book Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book Falling Upwards: How We Took to
the Air for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
guide Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or
encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kenneth Clark:

You will get this Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are
various. Not only by simply written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your
own ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Elisa Dumont:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but in addition novel and Falling Upwards: How We Took to
the Air or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those books are helping them to put their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve, any other
book likes Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air to make your spare time much more colorful. Many
types of book like this one.

Helene Anderson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by book. Amount types of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air.
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