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Almost two decades after his death, John Wayne is still America’s favorite movie star. More than an actor,
Wayne is a cultural icon whose stature seems to grow with the passage of time. In this illuminating
biography, Ronald L. Davis focuses on Wayne’s human side, portraying a complex personality defined by
frailty and insecurity as well as by courage and strength.

Davis traces Wayne’s story from its beginnings in Winterset, Iowa, to his death in 1979. This is not a story of
instant fame: only after a decade in budget westerns did Wayne receive serious consideration, for his
performance in John Ford’s 1939 film Stagecoach. From that point on, his skills and popularity grew as he
appeared in such classics as Fort Apache, Red River, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon, The Quiet Man, The
Searches, The Man who Shot Liberty Valance, and True Grit. A man’s ideal more than a woman’s, Wayne
earned his popularity without becoming either a great actor or a sex symbol. In all his films, whatever the
character, John Wayne portrayed John Wayne, a persona he created for himself: the tough, gritty loner whose
mission was to uphold the frontier’s--and the nation’s--traditional values.

To depict the different facets of Wayne’s life and career, Davis draws on a range of primary and secondary
sources, most notably exclusive interviews with the people who knew Wayne well, including the actor’s
costar Maureen O’Hara and his widow, Pilar Wayne. The result is a well-balanced, highly engaging portrait
of a man whose private identity was eventually overshadowed by his screen persona--until he came to
represent America itself.
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From reader reviews:

Desmond Gorman:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Duke: The Life and Image
of John Wayne to read.

James Hill:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Duke: The Life and Image of John
Wayne that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all
over the world can be said as the method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but
for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne become your starter.

John Buckner:

The book untitled Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author
brings you in the new era of literary works. You can read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice study.

Dwight Ambrose:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top collection in your reading list is Duke: The Life and Image of John Wayne. This book which
can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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