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The Punished Self describes enslavement in the American South during the eighteenth century as a
systematic assault on Blacks' sense of self. Alex Bontemps focuses on slavery's effects on the slaves'
framework of self-awareness and understanding. Whites wanted Blacks to act out the role "Negro" and
Blacks faced a basic dilemma of identity: How to retain an individualized sense of self under the incredible
pressure to be Negro?

The first part of The Punished Self reveals how patterns of objectification were reinforced by written and
visual representations of enslavement. The second examines how captive Africans were forced to accept a
new identity and the expectations and behavioral requirements it symbolized. The third section defines and
illustrates the tensions inherent in slaves' being Negro in order to survive. Bontemps offers fresh
interpretations of runaway slave ads and portraits. Such views of black people expressing themselves are
missing entirely from other historical sources. This book's revelations include many such original examples
of the survival of the individual in the face of enslavement.
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From reader reviews:

Keri Yokum:

The book The Punished Self: Surviving Slavery in the Colonial South can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a book The Punished
Self: Surviving Slavery in the Colonial South? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book The Punished Self: Surviving Slavery in the Colonial South has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and
read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Kimberly Franks:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to you
is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Punished Self: Surviving Slavery in the Colonial
South is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Timothy Austin:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Punished Self: Surviving Slavery in the
Colonial South can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Marilynn Johnson:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Punished Self: Surviving Slavery in the Colonial South can make you sense
more interested to read.
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