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In 1840s Rhode Island, the state's seventeenthcentury colonial charter remained in force and restricted
suffrage to property owners, effectively disenfranchising 60 percent of potential voters. Thomas Wilson
Dorr's failed attempt to rectify that situation through constitutional reform ultimately led to an armed
insurrection that was quickly quashed--and to a stiff sentence for Dorr himself. Nevertheless, as Erik Chaput
shows, the Dorr Rebellion stands as a critical moment of American history during the two decades of
fractious sectional politics leading up to the Civil War. This uprising was the only revolutionary republican
movement in the antebellum period that claimed the people's sovereignty as the basis for the right to alter or
abolish a form of government. Equally important, it influenced the outcomes of important elections
throughout northern states in the early 1840s and foreshadowed the breakup of the national Democratic Party
in 1860.

Through his spellbinding and engaging narrative, Chaput sets the rebellion in the context of national affairs--
especially the abolitionist movement. While Dorr supported the rights of African Americans, a majority of
delegates to the "People's Convention" favored a whites-only clause to ensure the proposed constitution's
passage, which brought abolitionists such as Frederick Douglass, Parker Pillsbury, and Abby Kelley to
Rhode Island to protest. Meanwhile, Dorr's ideology of the people's sovereignty sparked profound fears
among Southern politicians regarding its potential to trigger slave insurrections.

Drawing upon years of extensive archival research, Chaput's book provides the first scholarly biography of
Dorr, as well as the most detailed account of the rebellion yet published. In it, Chaput tackles issues of race
and gender and carries the story forward into the 1850s to examine the transformation of Dorr's ideology into
the more familiar refrain of popular sovereignty.

Chaput demonstrates how the rebellion's real aims and significance were far broader than have been
supposed, encompassing seemingly conflicting issues including popular sovereignty, antislavery, land
reform, and states' rights. The People's Martyr is a definitive look at a key event in our history that further
defined the nature of American democracy and the form of constitutionalism we now hold as inviolable.
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From reader reviews:

Kristen Clifford:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they have because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this The People's Martyr: Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island
Rebellion.

Ana Gaskill:

With other case, little folks like to read book The People's Martyr: Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode
Island Rebellion. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book The People's Martyr: Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion.
You can add information and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
read.

Jan Dixon:

Here thing why this specific The People's Martyr: Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island
Rebellion are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The People's
Martyr: Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no book that similar with The People's Martyr:
Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up
your eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You
can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. In case you
are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The People's Martyr: Thomas Wilson
Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion in e-book can be your alternative.

Ronald Cleary:

This The People's Martyr: Thomas Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion usually are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this The People's Martyr: Thomas
Wilson Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion can be one of the great books you must have is definitely
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock



your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The People's Martyr: Thomas Wilson
Dorr and His 1842 Rhode Island Rebellion forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.
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