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This book explores the driving forces behind the current government-sponsored resurrection of phonics, and
the arguments used to justify it. It examines the roles played by three key actors--corporate America,
politicians, and state-supported reading researchers--in the formulation of what Strauss terms the neophonics
political program. Essential for researchers, students, and teachers of literacy and reading, and for anyone
seeking to understand what is happening in U.S. public schools today, The Linguistics, Neurology, and
Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out:
*analyzes the political nature of the alleged literacy crisis in the United States, through an investigation of
the political and corporate motives behind the renewed focus on phonics, and media complicity in promoting
the neophonics political program as the solution to the so-called crisis;
*examines the scientific claims of neophonics, including methodology, linguistics, and neuroscience, and
exposes the flaws in its reasoning and the weakness of its arguments;
*addresses the scientific, empirical investigation of letter-sound relationships in English (of phonics itself),
and demonstrates the complexity of the system and its associated benefits and limitations in the theory and
practice of reading;
*proposes actions to help make a return to politically undistorted science and to democratic classrooms a
reality; and
*introduces, in a postscript, a formal analysis of the letter-sound system, using empirically based rules to
convert one finite set of elements, the alphabet, into another, the phonemes of the spoken language.

Offering up-to-date information and an original critique, this book makes two important contributions. One
is the policy analysis linking government agencies, policymakers, and corporate interests. The second is the
neurological and linguistic treatment of why traditional phonics programs are not the solution and why the
rhetoric developed to support their resurgence is so far off the mark.
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From reader reviews:

Cornelius Callaghan:

This The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be
information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. That The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks
Out without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out can
bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent
"E" Speaks Out having good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in
reading.

Wanda Stamper:

The guide untitled The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out is the reserve
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was
did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E"
Speaks Out from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Daniel Young:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of
Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Anthony Balentine:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide The Linguistics, Neurology, and Politics of Phonics: Silent "E" Speaks Out
was filled with regards to science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific
research competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big selling
point of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like right now, many ways to



get book you wanted.
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