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In the antebellum Midwest, Americans looked to the law, and specifically to the jury, to navigate the
uncertain terrain of a rapidly changing society. During this formative era of American law, the jury served as
the most visible connector between law and society. Through an analysis of the composition of grand and
trial juries and an examination of their courtroom experiences, Stacy Pratt McDermott demonstrates how
central the law was for people who lived in Abraham Lincoln’s America.

McDermott focuses on the status of the jury as a democratic institution as well as on the status of those who
served as jurors. According to the 1860 census, the juries in Springfield and Sangamon County, Illinois,
comprised an ethnically and racially diverse population of settlers from northern and southern states,
representing both urban and rural mid-nineteenth-century America. It was in these counties that Lincoln
developed his law practice, handling more than 5,200 cases in a legal career that spanned nearly twenty-five
years.

Drawing from a rich collection of legal records, docket books, county histories, and surviving newspapers,
McDermott reveals the enormous power jurors wielded over the litigants and the character of their
communities. 
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

This The Jury in Lincoln's America (Law Society & Politics in the Midwest) are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Jury in Lincoln's America (Law Society &
Politics in the Midwest) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at
e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Jury in Lincoln's America (Law Society & Politics in the
Midwest) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

William Lee:

Often the book The Jury in Lincoln's America (Law Society & Politics in the Midwest) will bring someone
to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Jury in Lincoln's America (Law Society &
Politics in the Midwest) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jose Pina:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book The Jury in Lincoln's America (Law Society & Politics in the Midwest) it is
very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading
this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Scott Tucker:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us
novel, comics, along with soon. The The Jury in Lincoln's America (Law Society & Politics in the Midwest)
provide you with new experience in looking at a book.
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