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When Siraj, the ruler of Bengal, overran the British settlement of Calcutta in 1756, he allegedly jailed 146
European prisoners overnight in a cramped prison. Of the group, 123 died of suffocation. While this episode
was never independently confirmed, the story of "the black hole of Calcutta" was widely circulated and seen
by the British public as an atrocity committed by savage colonial subjects. The Black Hole of Empire follows
the ever-changing representations of this historical event and founding myth of the British Empire in India,
from the eighteenth century to the present. Partha Chatterjee explores how a supposed tragedy paved the
ideological foundations for the "civilizing" force of British imperial rule and territorial control in India.

Chatterjee takes a close look at the justifications of modern empire by liberal thinkers, international lawyers,
and conservative traditionalists, and examines the intellectual and political responses of the colonized,
including those of Bengali nationalists. The two sides of empire's entwined history are brought together in
the story of the Black Hole memorial: set up in Calcutta in 1760, demolished in 1821, restored by Lord
Curzon in 1902, and removed in 1940 to a neglected churchyard. Challenging conventional truisms of
imperial history, nationalist scholarship, and liberal visions of globalization, Chatterjee argues that empire is
a necessary and continuing part of the history of the modern state.
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From reader reviews:

James Rogers:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global
Practice of Power. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how
is important a new book The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global Practice of Power. You can add
information and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open
a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go
to the library. Let's go through.

Gerald Wright:

Here thing why this particular The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global Practice of Power are different
and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global
Practice of Power giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global Practice of Power. It
gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the
world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book
maybe the form of The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global Practice of Power in e-book can be your
option.

Arthur Ramires:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Black Hole of
Empire: History of a Global Practice of Power which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Elbert Lupton:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Black Hole of Empire: History of a Global Practice
of Power can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have matter that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more



than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Black Hole of Empire:
History of a Global Practice of Power.
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