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Despite dire predictions in the |ate twentieth century that public libraries would not survive the turn of the
millennium, their numbers have only increased. Two of three Americans frequent a public library at least
once ayear, and nearly that many are registered borrowers. Although library authorities have argued that the
public library functions primarily as a civic institution necessary for maintaining democracy, generations of
library patronstell a different story.

In Part of Our Lives, Wayne A. Wiegand delves into the heart of why Americans love their libraries. The
book traces the history of the public library, featuring records and testimonies from as early as 1850. Rather
than analyzing the words of library founders and managers, Wiegand listens to the voices of everyday
patrons who cherished libraries. Drawing on newspaper articles, memoirs, and biographies, Part of Our
Lives paints a clear and engaging picture of Americans who value libraries not only as civic ingtitutions, but
also as public places that promote and maintain community.

Whether as a public space, a place for accessing information, or a home for reading material that helps
patrons make sense of the world around them, the public library has arich history of meaning for millions of
Americans. From colonial times through the recent technological revolution, libraries have continuously
adapted to better serve the needs of their communities. Wiegand demonstrates that, although cultural
authorities (including some librarians) have often disparaged reading books considered not "serious,” the
commonplace reading materials users obtained from public libraries have had a transformative effect for
many, including people such as Ronald Reagan, Bill Moyers, Edgwina Danticat, Philip Roth, Toni Morrison,
Sonia Sotomayor, and Oprah Winfrey.

A bold challenge to conventional thinking about the American public library, Part of Our Livesisan
insightful ook into one of America's most beloved cultural institutions.
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From reader reviews:
John Carter:

What do you concentrate on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or it for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just ssimply you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Part of
Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library. All type of book isit possible to see on many
solutions. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

William Riser:

This Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library are generaly reliable for you who
want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Part of Our Lives: A People's History of
the American Public Library can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just
simple looking at food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditionsin the e-
book and printed types. Beside that this Part of Our Lives. A People's History of the American Public
Library giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So, |et's have it appreciate reading.

Jennifer Ruiz:

Isit you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Part of Our Lives: A People's
History of the American Public Library can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what
these guides have than the others?

Clyde Okane:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but also novel and Part of Our Lives. A People's History of the
American Public Library or even others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or
students especially. Those textbooks are hel ping them to increase their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science e-book, any other book likes Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public
Library to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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