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The decline and fall of Safavid Iran is traditionally seen as the natural outcome of the unrelieved political
stagnation and moral degeneration which characterised late Safavid Iran. Persia in Crisis challenges this
view.

In this groundbreaking new book, Rudi Matthee revisits traditional sources and introduces new ones to take a
fresh look at Safavid Iran in the century preceding the fall of Isfahan in 1722, which brought down the
dynasty and ushered in a long period of turbulence in Iranian history. Inherently vulnerable because of the
country’s physical environment, its tribal makeup and a small economic base, the Safavid state was fatally
weakened over the course of the seventeenth century. Matthee views Safavid Iran as a network of precarious
alliances subject to perpetual negotiation. The society they ruled was an uneasy balance between conflicting
forces - a harsh physical geography, a heavily tribal population, a weak economic base, and endemic political
factionalism against a strong ideology integrating faith and territory, an inclusive political system and, above
all, the galvanizing effect of a forceful shah able and willing to transcend particular interests.

In the later seventeenth century this delicate balance shifted from cohesion to fragmentation. Matthee
identifies the manifestations of political weakness and economic retrenchment that contributed to a slow
unravelling of the threads of legitimacy and loyalty, thus undermining political control, which he argues
cannot simply be attributed to the moral degeneracy of the elite or to foreign pressure. On the contrary,
Persia in Crisis demonstrates that even the last few shahs were served by competent administrators who
thought up policies to address the mounting problems. Yet these were unable to stem political
mismanagement and reverse the state’s growing insolvency. An increasingly detached, palace-bound shah; a
weakening link between the capital and the outlying provinces; the regime’s neglect of the military and its
short-sighted monetary policies combined to exacerbate rather than redress existing problems, leaving the
country with a ruler too feeble to hold factionalism and corruption in check and a military unable to defend
its borders against outside attack by Afghans, Baluchis, Ottomans and Russians. The scene was set for the
crisis of 1722.

This book makes a major contribution to our understanding of Iranian history and the period that led to two
hundred years of decline and eclipse for Iran.
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From reader reviews:

John Richey:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than other is high. In your
case who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline and the
Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian Studies) book as nice and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Charles Shin:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Persia
in Crisis: Safavid Decline and the Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian Studies) is kind of guide
which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Linda White:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline and the Fall of Isfahan
(International Library of Iranian Studies) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended
this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book
you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Paul Breen:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline
and the Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian Studies) that give your satisfaction preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the method for
people to know world better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit
only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every



you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you can pick Persia in Crisis: Safavid Decline and
the Fall of Isfahan (International Library of Iranian Studies) become your starter.
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