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"Formanek-Brunell's study of the United States doll industry provides a fresh perspective on the construction
of gender in America... Made to Play House is a pioneering book of interest to collectors, historians of
women and of consumer culture, and anyone who has a child who plays with dolls." -- Molly Ladd-Taylor,
Journal of American History

In MADE TO PLAY HOUSE, Miriam Formanek-Brunell traces the history of nineteenth- and twentieth-
century dolls and explores the origins of the American toy industry's remarkably successful effortsto
promote self fulfillment through maternity and materialism. She tells the fascinating story of how inventors,
producers, entrepreneurs -- many of whom were women -- and little girls themselves created dolls which
expressed various notions of female identity.

"Much of the value of Made to Play House is its deft weaving of business history, cultural history, and
material culture studies into a coherent, largely convincing, narrative... The vivid portraits of the female
entrepreneurs with an agenda for childhood are the book's most significant contribution to the literature of
history and business." -- Mary Lynn Stevens Heininger, Business History Review

"This superb interdisciplinary history deploys mechanical patents and material culture to chart the
development of agendered American doll industry." -- Eileen Boris, Nation

"The book makes a solid contribution to the literature on childhood as well as business history and...
illustrates the use that can be made of material culture in historical research." -- Sylvia Hoffert, American
Historical Review
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From reader reviews:
James Brown:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read abook. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Made to Play House: Dalls and the Commercialization of American
Girlhood, 1830-1930.

Eric Ballentine:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading habit
giveyou lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Made to Play House: Dolls and the
Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 is kind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Catherine Cote:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest oneis novel. Now, why not attempting Made to Play House: Dolls and the
Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world agreat deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for all you
who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick Made to Play House: Dolls and the
Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 become your own starter.

Margar et Ochoa;

Beside this particular Made to Play House: Dolls and the Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-
1930 in your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Made to Play House: Dolls and the
Commercialization of American Girlhood, 1830-1930 because this book offers for you readable information.
Do you often have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you



still want to miss this? Find this book in addition to read it from today!
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