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“This book is about the relationship between the Civil War generation and the founding generation,”
Timothy S. Huebner states at the outset of this ambitious and elegant overview of the Civil War era. The
book integrates political, military, and social developments into an epic narrative interwoven with the thread
of constitutionalism—to show how all Americans engaged the nation's heritage of liberty and constitutional
government.

Whether political leaders or plain folk, northerners or southerners, Republicans or Democrats, black or
white, most free Americans in the mid-nineteenth century believed in the foundational values articulated in
the Declaration of Independence of 1776 and the Constitution of 1787—and this belief consistently animated
the nation's political debates. Liberty and Union shows, however, that different interpretations of these
founding documents ultimately drove a deep wedge between North and South, leading to the conflict that
tested all constitutional faiths. Huebner argues that the resolution of the Civil War was profoundly
revolutionary and also inextricably tied to the issues of both slavery and sovereignty, the two great
unanswered questions of the Founding era.

Drawing on a vast body of scholarship as well as such sources as congressional statutes, political speeches,
military records, state supreme court decisions, the proceedings of black conventions, and contemporary
newspapers and pamphlets, Liberty and Union takes the long view of the Civil War era. It merges Civil War
history, US constitutional history, and African American history and stretches from the antebellum era
through the period of reconstruction, devoting equal attention to the Union and Confederate sides of the
conflict. And its in-depth exploration of African American participation in a broader culture of
constitutionalism redefines our understanding of black activism in the nineteenth century. Altogether, this is
a masterly, far-reaching work that reveals as never before the importance and meaning of the Constitution,
and the law, for nineteenth-century Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rowe:

Do you among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism book is
readable through you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer of Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism content conveys objective
easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different such as it. So , do you still thinking Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American
Constitutionalism is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Raymond Bryan:

The book with title Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism posesses a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This kind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout
new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
idea anywhere you want.

Patrick Oneil:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Liberty and Union: The Civil War Era and
American Constitutionalism can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let's have Liberty and Union:
The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism.

June Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
And you also know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims Liberty and
Union: The Civil War Era and American Constitutionalism.
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