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Renowned as anovelist of unsurpassed invention, Carlos Fuentes here presents his second collection of
stories to appear in English. Where hisfirst, Burnt Water, published in 1980, had as its underlying theme
Mexico City itself, Constancia and Other Soriesfor Virgins extends its imaginative boundaries out to
Savannah, to Cadiz, to Glasgow, to Seville and Madrid, both past and present. This new collection is more
mysterious, more magical, too, than its predecessor, and in its five related stories Fuentes comes closer to the
registers of language and feeling that he explored so memorably in Aura. It reveals Fuentes at the height of
his powers--bold, erudite, enthralling.

In thetitle story, a man discovers hiswife's secret complicity with the Russian actor who istheir neighbor--a
complicity that includes not just a previous life but possibly a previous death as well. He finds himself "a
mediator . . . apoint between one sorrow and the next, between one hope and the next, between two
languages, two memories, two ages, and two deaths.” In "La Desdichada,” two students steal--and fall in love
with--a store-window mannequin. In "The Prisoner of Las Lomas," awealthy lawyer in possession of a
powerful secret is held hostage by the past he has attempted to subvert and keep at bay. The celebrated
bullfighter whose fame is the theme of "Viva Mi Fama" steps from the present into a past immortalized by
Goya's portrait of the matador Pedro Romero; and the architects who are the "Reasonable People" of that
story find themselves drawn into the irrational mysteries not only of religious fervor but of their famous
mentor's identity--they discover "there are no empty houses," only a present fraught with the past.

Though each of these novella-length stories offers compelling evidence of Fuentes'stalent for narrative free
rein aswell asfor containment and closure, they are also brilliantly interwoven. Readers of his earlier work,
especialy of hisacclaimed ribald epic, Christopher Unborn, will recognize with pleasure Fuentes's
undiminished mastery of recurrent images and themes, and all readers will delight in the witty and evocative
changes he rings on them. For those few readers who do not yet know the work of Mexico's foremost man of
letters, these stories offer them the full gift of hisimaginative resourcefulness.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald Jackson:

The experience that you get from Constancia and Other Stories for Virgins could be the more deep you
excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to recognise but Constancia and Other Stories for Virgins giving you joy feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone
who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your
own vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular Constancia and Other Stories for Virgins
instantly.

Teresita Donahue:

Information is provisions for folksto get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which isin the former life are challenging be find than now istaking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possihilities will not happen within you if you take Constancia and Other Stories for Virgins as the daily
resource information.

Randy Mosley:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic from
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Constancia and Other Stories for Virgins can be great book
to read. May beit could be best activity to you.

Irving Tarkington:

Constancia and Other Stories for Virgins can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledgein
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Constancia and Other Stories for
Virgins nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into new stage
of crucial thinking.
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