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In 1913, English physicist Henry Moseley established an elegant method for "counting" the elements based
on atomic number, ranging them from hydrogen (#1) to uranium (#92). It soon became clear, however, that
seven elements were mysteriously missing from the lineup--seven elements unknown to science.

In his well researched and engaging narrative, Eric Scerri presents the intriguing stories of these seven
elements--protactinium, hafnium, rhenium, technetium, francium, astatine and promethium. The book
follows the historical order of discovery, roughly spanning the two world wars, beginning with the isolation
of protactinium in 1917 and ending with that of promethium in 1945. For each element, Scerri traces the
research that preceded the discovery, the pivotal experiments, the personalities of the chemists involved, the
chemical nature of the new element, and its applications in science and technology. We learn for instance
that alloys of hafnium--whose name derives from the Latin name for Copenhagen (hafnia)--have some of the
highest boiling points on record and are used for the nozzles in rocket thrusters such as the Apollo Lunar
Modules. Scerri also tells the personal tales of researchers overcoming great obstacles. We see how Lise
Meitner and Otto Hahn--the pair who later proposed the theory of atomic fission--were struggling to isolate
element 91 when World War I intervened, Hahn was drafted into the German army's poison gas unit, and
Meitner was forced to press on alone against daunting odds. The book concludes by examining how and
where the twenty-five new elements have taken their places in the periodic table in the last half century.

A Tale of Seven Elements paints a fascinating picture of chemical research--the wrong turns, missed
opportunities, bitterly disputed claims, serendipitous findings, accusations of dishonesty--all leading finally
to the thrill of discovery.
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From reader reviews:

Jose York:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great and important the book A Tale of Seven Elements. All type of book are you
able to see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

James Conner:

This A Tale of Seven Elements are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
reason of this A Tale of Seven Elements can be one of the great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this A Tale of Seven Elements giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know
it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jack Lumpkin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this A Tale of Seven Elements e-book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate
your hunger then you still hesitation A Tale of Seven Elements as good book not merely by the cover but
also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

George Walker:

This A Tale of Seven Elements is great publication for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who else always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This kind of
book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having A Tale of Seven Elements
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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