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Daniel Boyarin turns to the Epistles of Paul as the spiritual autobiography of a first-century Jewish cultural
critic. What led Paul—in his dramatic conversion to Christianity—to such a radical critique of Jewish
culture?

Paul's famous formulation, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, no male and female in Christ," demonstrates the
genius of Christianity: its concern for all people. The genius of Judaism is its validation of genealogy and
cultural, ethnic difference. But the evils of these two thought systems are the obverse of their geniuses:
Christianity has threatened to coerce universality, while ethnic difference is one of the most troubled issues
in modern history.

Boyarin posits a "diaspora identity" as a way to negotiate the pitfalls inherent in either position. Jewishness
disrupts categories of identity because it is not national, genealogical, or even religious, but all of these, in
dialectical tension with one another. It is analogous with gender: gender identity makes us different in some
ways but not in others.

An exploration of these tensions in the Pauline corpus, argues Boyarin, will lead us to a richer appreciation
of our own cultural quandaries as male and female, gay and straight, Jew and Palestinian—and as human
beings.
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From reader reviews:

Ida Vanwormer:

This A Radical Jew: Paul and the Politics of Identity (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Radical
Jew: Paul and the Politics of Identity (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and
Society) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry A Radical Jew: Paul and the Politics of Identity (Contraversions: Critical
Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This A
Radical Jew: Paul and the Politics of Identity (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture,
and Society) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in
reading.

Wilma Bates:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This A Radical Jew: Paul and the Politics of
Identity (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) is our recommendation
to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Ricardo Bishop:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Radical Jew: Paul and the Politics of
Identity (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) book because this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Carla Helton:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring



and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for yourself.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this A Radical Jew: Paul and the Politics of Identity (Contraversions: Critical
Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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