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For readers of Unbroken and Flags of Our Fathers, The Mailbox is a sympathetic portrayal of veterans
and the burdens they carry throughout their lives.

   Vernon Culligan had been dead to the town of Draydon, Virginia, so long that when the crusty Vietnam vet
finally died, only one person noticed. Twelve-year-old Gabe grew up in the foster care system until a social
worker located his Uncle Vernon two years before. When he comes home to discover that his uncle has died
of a heart attack, he's terrifed of going back into the system--so he tells no one. The next day, he discovers a
strange note in his mailbox:
   I HAVE A SECRET. DO NOT BE AFRAID.
   And his uncle's body is gone.
   Thus begins a unique correspondence destined to save the two people that depended on Vernon for
everything. Through flashbacks, we learn about Gabe and Vernon's relationship, and how finding each other
saved them both from lives of suffering. But eventually, Vernon's death will be discovered, and how will
Gabe and the mystery note writer learn to move forward?
   The Mailbox is not a story about death--though it begins with a death. It's also not a story about Vietnam
vets, although the author works with Vietnam veterans and wrote this novel, in part, to illuminate their
sacrifices and suffering. The Mailbox is a story about connections--about how two people in need can save
each other.

Praise for The Mailbox:

Junior Library Guild Selection
A Bank Street College Best Children's Books of the Year
A Librarians' Choices Booklist Selection

“Shafer’s narrative is heartfelt, earnest and moving. . . and conveys the power of memory to help heal
wounds.”—Kirkus Reviews

“Warm and moving, it is an evocative picture of the weblike nature of human existence and the
interconnectedness of seemingly disparate experiences.”—School Library Journal

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Melinda Anderson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Mailbox book as nice and daily reading
book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Leigh Brown:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Mailbox your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect
that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a
book then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get just before.
The The Mailbox giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body
and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Lisa Haight:

Beside this The Mailbox in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or
info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if
you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Mailbox because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it
from today!

Jerry Schooler:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is created or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the The Mailbox when you desired it?
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