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An extraordinary, literary memoir from a gay white South African, coming of age at the end of apartheid in
the late 1970s. Glen Retief's childhood was at once recognizably ordinary--and brutally unusual.

Raised in the middle of a game preserve where his father worked, Retief's warm nuclear family was a
preserve of its own, against chaotic forces just outside its borders: a childhood friend whose uncle led a death
squad, while his cultured grandfather quoted Shakespeare at barbecues and abused Glen's sister in an
antique-filled, tobacco-scented living room.

But it was when Retief was sent to boarding school, that he was truly exposed to human cruelty and frailty.
When the prefects were caught torturing younger boys, they invented "the jack bank," where underclassmen
could save beatings, earn interest on their deposits, and draw on them later to atone for their supposed
infractions. Retief writes movingly of the complicated emotions and politics in this punitive all-male world,
and of how he navigated them, even as he began to realize that his sexuality was different than his peers'.
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From reader reviews:

Shaun Richards:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pushed someone or
something that they don't would like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The
Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet options or other social media.

James Hudson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Jack Bank: A Memoir of
a South African Childhood book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just
a book.

Jacqueline Thompson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a
South African Childhood is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Everette Murray:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Jack Bank: A Memoir of a South African Childhood can be fine book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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