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America is a nation of ardent, knowledgeable birdwatchers. But how did it become so? And what role did the
field guide play in our passion for spotting, watching, and describing birds?

In the Field, Among the Feathered tells the history of field guides to birds in America from the Victorian era
to the present, relating changes in the guides to shifts in science, the craft of field identification, and new
technologies for the mass reproduction of images. Drawing on his experience as a passionate birder and on a
wealth of archival research, Thomas Dunlap shows how the twin pursuits of recreation and conservation
have inspired birders and how field guides have served as the preferred method of informal education about
nature for well over a century.

The book begins with the first generation of late 19th-century birdwatchers who built the hobby when opera
glasses were often the best available optics and bird identification was sketchy at best. As America became
increasingly urban, birding became more attractive, and with Roger Tory Peterson's first field guide in 1934,
birding grew in both popularity and accuracy. By the 1960s recreational birders were attaining new levels of
expertise, even as the environmental movement made birding's other pole, conservation, a matter of human
health and planetary survival. Dunlap concludes by showing how recreation and conservation have reached a
new balance in the last 40 years, as scientists have increasingly turned to amateurs, whose expertise had been
honed by the new guides, to gather the data they need to support habitat preservation.

Putting nature lovers and citizen-activists at the heart of his work, Thomas Dunlap offers an entertaining
history of America's long-standing love affair with birds, and with the books that have guided and informed
their enthusiasm.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Laflamme:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the spare
time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is In the
Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides.

Robert Gibson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be In the Field, Among the Feathered: A
History of Birders and Their Guides why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover.
Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Salina Juarez:

This In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides is brand-new way for you
who has interest to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little bit of digest in reading this In the
Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their Guides can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the
form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a
reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Barbara Gunter:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of
Birders and Their Guides or even others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the
truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or
even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science publication, any other book likes In the Field, Among the Feathered: A History of Birders and Their



Guides to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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