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When God created the world, so it is said, he sent out an angel with a bag of foolish souls with instructions to
distribute them equally all over the world—one fool per town. But the angel’ s bag broke and all the souls
spilled out onto the same spot. They built a settlement where they landed: the town is known as Chelm.

The collected tales of these fools, or “wise men,” of Chelm constitute the best-known folktale tradition of the
Jews of eastern Europe. Thistradition includes a sprawling repertoire of stories about the alleged intellectual
limitations of the members of this old and important Jewish community. Chelm did not make its debut in the
role of the foolish shtetl par excellence until late in the nineteenth century. Since then, however, the town has
led adouble life—as areal city in eastern Poland and as an imaginary place onto which questions of Jewish
identity, community, and history have been projected.

How the Wise Men Got to Chelmisthe first in-depth study of Chelm literature and its relationship to its
literary precursors. By placing literary Chelm and its “foolish” antecedents in a broader historical context, it
shows how they have functioned for over three hundred years as models of society, somewhere between
utopia and dystopia. These imaginary foolish towns have enabled writers both to entertain and highlight a
variety of societal problems, afunction that literary Chelm continues to fulfill in Jewish literature to this day.
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From reader reviews:
William Grimm:;

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by areserve.
Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book How the Wise Men Got to Chelm: The Life and
Times of aYiddish Folk Tradition will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make
you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best
book or appropriate book with you?

Cynthia Medina:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love How the Wise Men Got to Chelm: The Life and Times of a
Yiddish Folk Tradition, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still would like to miss
it? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come onitsreferred to as reading friends.

Kenneth Salinas:;

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking How the Wise Men Got to
Chelm: The Life and Times of a Yiddish Folk Tradition that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that
reading routine only for the geeky individual but for al of you who wants to end up being success person. So
, for al of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick How the Wise Men Got to
Chelm: The Life and Times of a Yiddish Folk Tradition become your personal starter.

Kristy Moore;

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. In this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
Y ou can add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just in search of the How the Wise Men Got to Chelm: The Life and Times of a Yiddish Folk Tradition when
you needed it?
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