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Brilliantly evoking the long-vanished world of masters and servants portrayed in Downton Abbey and
Upstairs, Downstairs, Margaret Powell's classic memoir of her time in service, Below Stairs, is the
remarkable true story of an indomitable woman who, though she served in the great houses of England,
never stopped aiming high. Powell first arrived at the servants' entrance of one of those great houses in the
1920s. As a kitchen maid – the lowest of the low – she entered an entirely new world; one of stoves to be
blacked, vegetables to be scrubbed, mistresses to be appeased, and bootlaces to be ironed. Work started at
5.30am and went on until after dark. It was a far cry from her childhood on the beaches of Hove, where
money and food were scarce, but warmth and laughter never were. Yet from the gentleman with a penchant
for stroking the housemaids' curlers, to raucous tea-dances with errand boys, to the heartbreaking story of
Agnes the pregnant under-parlormaid, fired for being seduced by her mistress's nephew, Margaret's tales of
her time in service are told with wit, warmth, and a sharp eye for the prejudices of her situation. Margaret
Powell's true story of a life spent in service is a fascinating "downstairs" portrait of the glittering, long-gone
worlds behind the closed doors of Downton Abbey and 165 Eaton Place.
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From reader reviews:

Javier Link:

This book untitled Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs"
and "Downton Abbey" to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or
you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this reserve from your list.

Peter Gomez:

The book untitled Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs"
and "Downton Abbey" is the e-book that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas
are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the
information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Below
Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey"
from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Dora Gourley:

The book untitled Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired "Upstairs, Downstairs"
and "Downton Abbey" contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
this. The book was written by famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice learn.

Ronald Malone:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirements is Below Stairs: The Classic Kitchen Maid's Memoir That Inspired
"Upstairs, Downstairs" and "Downton Abbey" this publication consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language
styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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