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Between 1939 and 1945, the British public was spellbound by the martial endeavours and dashing style of
the young men of the RAF, especially those with silvery fabric wings sewn above the breast pocket of their
glamorous date-blue uniform. Martin Francis provides the first scholarly study of the place of 'the flyer' in
British culture during the Second World War. Examining the lives of RAF personnel, and their popular
representation in literary and cinematic texts,

he illuminates broader issues of gender, social class, national and racial identities, emotiona life, and the
creation of anational myth in twentieth-century Britain. In particular, Francis argues that the flyer's
relationship to fear, aggression, loss of his comrades, bodily dismemberment, and

psychological breakdown reveals broader ambiguities surrounding the dominant understandings of
masculinity in the middle decades of the century.

Despite his star appeal, cultural representations of the flyer encompassed both the gentle, chivalrous warrior
and the uncompromising agent of destruction. Paying particular attention to the romantic universe of wartime
aircrew, Francis reveals the extraordinary contrasts of their daily lives: dicing with death in the sky one
moment, before sitting down to lunch with wives and children in the next. Male and female experiences
during the war were not polarized and antithetical, but were

complementary and interrelated, a conclusion which hasimplications for the history of gender in modern
Britain that reach well beyond either the specialized military culture of the wartime RAF or the

chronological parameters of the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:
Dorothy Trimm:

Now aday people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How many
people to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Flyer: British
Culture and the Royal Air Force 1939-1945 book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rina Reese:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extratime or they
will get great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time,
we will say absolutely of course. People is human not only arobot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the
book you have read will be The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal Air Force 1939-1945.

JulieKappel:

This The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal Air Force 1939-1945 is new way for you who hasintense
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Flyer: British Culture and the Roya Air Force 1939-1945 can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So thereisn't any in reading a guide especially thisone. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss the ideal Just read this e-book
type for your better life and knowledge.

William M cDowell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. That The Flyer: British Culture and the Royal Air
Force 1939-1945 can give you alot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have matter
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Flyer: British Culture
and the Royal Air Force 1939-1945.
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