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For many players, games are entertainment, diversion, relaxation, fantasy. But what if certain games were
something more than this, providing not only outlets for entertainment but a means for creative expression,
instruments for conceptual thinking, or tools for social change? In Critical Play, artist and game designer
Mary Flanagan examines alternative games -- games that challenge the accepted norms embedded within the
gaming industry -- and argues that games designed by artists and activists are reshaping everyday game
culture. Flanagan provides a lively historical context for critical play through twentieth-century art
movements, connecting subversive game design to subversive art: her examples of "playing house" include
Dadaist puppet shows and The Sims. She looks at artists' alternative computer-based games and explores
games for change, considering the way activist concerns -- including worldwide poverty and AIDS -- can be
incorporated into game design.Arguing that this kind of conscious practice -- which now constitutes the
avant-garde of the computer game medium -- can inspire new working methods for designers, Flanagan
offers a model for designing that will encourage the subversion of popular gaming tropes through new styles
of game making, and proposes a theory of alternate game design that focuses on the reworking of
contemporary popular game practices.
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From reader reviews:

Luke Palmieri:

The book Critical Play: Radical Game Design (MIT Press) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
Critical Play: Radical Game Design (MIT Press)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book.
But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer
along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you
could share all of these. Book Critical Play: Radical Game Design (MIT Press) has simple shape but you
know: it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Roger Sowa:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Critical Play: Radical Game Design (MIT Press) book is readable simply by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected
with Critical Play: Radical Game Design (MIT Press) content conveys the thought easily to understand by
lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do
you still thinking Critical Play: Radical Game Design (MIT Press) is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Joshua Dunleavy:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Critical Play: Radical Game Design (MIT Press) can be
good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Charles Parker:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Critical Play: Radical Game Design
(MIT Press) publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Critical Play: Radical Game
Design (MIT Press) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!?
Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another



sixth sense.
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