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The Chinese invented gunpowder and began exploring its military uses as early as the 900s, four centuries
before the technology passed to the West. But by the early 1800s, China had fallen so far behind the West in
gunpowder warfare that it was easily defeated by Britain in the Opium War of 1839–42. What happened? In
The Gunpowder Age, Tonio Andrade offers a compelling new answer, opening a fresh perspective on a key
question of world history: why did the countries of western Europe surge to global importance starting in the
1500s while China slipped behind?

Historians have long argued that gunpowder weapons helped Europeans establish global hegemony. Yet the
inhabitants of what is today China not only invented guns and bombs but also, as Andrade shows, continued
to innovate in gunpowder technology through the early 1700s—much longer than previously thought. Why,
then, did China become so vulnerable? Andrade argues that one significant reason is that it was out of
practice fighting wars, having enjoyed nearly a century of relative peace, since 1760. Indeed, he
demonstrates that China—like Europe—was a powerful military innovator, particularly during times of great
warfare, such as the violent century starting after the Opium War, when the Chinese once again quickly
modernized their forces. Today, China is simply returning to its old position as one of the world’s great
military powers.

By showing that China’s military dynamism was deeper, longer lasting, and more quickly recovered than
previously understood, The Gunpowder Age challenges long-standing explanations of the so-called Great
Divergence between the West and Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Watts:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book The Gunpowder Age: China, Military
Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History. You can choose the best book if you want reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book The Gunpowder Age: China,
Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History. You can add understanding and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Edward Rideout:

The book The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave the best thing like a book The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the
West in World History? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can
give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Gunpowder
Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History has simple shape but you know:
it has great and large function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So
it is very wonderful.

Rocio Linville:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise
of the West in World History can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one
book you have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have
The Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History.

Terry Palladino:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by



book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is The
Gunpowder Age: China, Military Innovation, and the Rise of the West in World History.
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