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Before 1865, slavery and freedom coexisted tenuously in America in an environment that made it possible
not only for enslaved women to become free but also for emancipated women to suddenly lose their
independence. Wilma King now examines a wide-ranging body of literature to show that, even in the face of
economic deprivation and draconian legislation, many free black women were able to maintain some form of
autonomy and lead meaningful lives.
            The Essence of Liberty blends social, political, and economic history to analyze black women’s
experience in both the North and the South, from the colonial period through emancipation. Focusing on
class and familial relationships, King examines the myriad sources of freedom for black women to show the
many factors that, along with time spent in slavery before emancipation, shaped the meaning of freedom. Her
book also raises questions about whether free women were bound to or liberated from gender conventions of
their day.
            Drawing on a wealth of untapped primary sources—not only legal documents and newspapers but
also the diaries, letters, and autobiographical writings of free women—King opens a new window on the
world of black women. She examines how they became free, educated themselves, found jobs, maintained
self-esteem, and developed social consciousness—even participating in the abolitionist movement. She
considers the stance of southern free women toward their enslaved contemporaries and the interactions
between previously free and newly freed women after slavery ended. She also looks closely at women’s
spirituality, disclosing the dilemma some women faced when they took a stand against men—even black
men—in order to follow their spiritual callings.
            Throughout this engaging history, King underscores the pernicious constraints that racism placed on
the lives of free blacks in spite of the fact that they were not enslaved. The Essence of Liberty shows the
importance of studying these women on their own terms, revealing that the essence of freedom is more
complex than the mere absence of shackles.
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From reader reviews:

Ryan Daggett:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women
During the Slave Era. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important a new book The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women During the Slave Era. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can understand everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
read.

Rebecca Bailey:

This The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women During the Slave Era are usually reliable for you who want
to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women
During the Slave Era can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed you with information that possibly will shock your before knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women During the Slave Era forcing
you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we
know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Jillian Diaz:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Essence of Liberty: Free
Black Women During the Slave Era is simple to deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

Robin Norfleet:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women
During the Slave Era to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is
developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book
and go through it. Beside that the publication The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women During the Slave
Era can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of
that time.
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