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In 1833, Edward G. W. and Frances Parke Butler moved to their newly constructed plantation house,
Dunboyne, on the banks of the Mississippi River near the village of Bayou Goula. Their experiences at
Dunboyne over the next forty years demonstrated the transformations that many land-owning southerners
faced in the nineteenth century, from the evolution of agricultural practices and commerce, to the destruction
wrought by the Civil War and the transition from slave to free labor, and finally to the social, political, and
economic upheavals of Reconstruction. In this comprehensive biography of the Butlers, David D. Plater
explores the remarkable lives of a Louisiana family during one of the most tumultuous periods in American
history.

Born in Tennessee to a celebrated veteran of the American Revolution, Edward Butler pursued a military
career under the mentorship of his guardian, Andrew Jackson, and, during a posting in Washington, D.C.,
met and married a grand-niece of George Washington, Frances Parke Lewis. In 1831, he resigned his
commission and relocated Frances and their young son to Iberville Parish, where the couple began a sugar
cane plantation. As their land holdings grew, they amassed more enslaved laborers and improved their social
prominence in Louisiana’s antebellum society.

A staunch opponent of abolition, Butler voted in favor of Louisiana’s withdrawal from the Union at the
state’s Secession Convention. But his actions proved costly when the war cut off agricultural markets and all
but destroyed the state’s plantation economy, leaving the Butlers in financial ruin. In 1870, with their
plantation and finances in disarray, the Butlers sold Dunboyne and resettled in Pass Christian, Mississippi,
where they resided in a rental cottage with the financial support of Edward J. Gay, a wealthy Iberville planter
and their daughter-in-law’s father. After Frances died in 1875, Edward Butler moved in with his son’s family
in St. Louis, where he remained until his death in 1888. Based on voluminous primary source material, The
Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana offers an intimate picture of a wealthy nineteenth-century family and
the turmoil they faced as a system based on the enslavement of others unraveled.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Fugate:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s, you are able to tells your family,
friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
publication.

Sandra Leggett:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have read is
definitely The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s.

Kenneth Porter:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Butlers of Iberville Parish,
Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Butlers of Iberville Parish,
Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s become your current starter.

Mary Barnett:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This reserve The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation
in the 1800s was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to



get book that you simply wanted.
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