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The black rhino is nature's tank, feared by all animals. Even lions will break off a hunt to detour around one.
And yet the black rhino is on the edge of extinction, its numbers dwindling from 100,000 at the turn of the
century, to less than 2,500 today. The reason is that in places like Yemen, China, Korea, Taiwan, and
Thailand, the rhino's horn is more valuable than gold, so valuable that people will risk their lives to harvest
it. To deter rhino poachers, African governments have spent millions--on helicopters, paramilitary
operations, fences and guard dogs, even relocation to protected areas. Finally, Namibia decided to de-horn its
rhino population, in a last ditch effort to stop the slaughter. In 1991, Carol Cunningham and Joel Berger, and
their eighteen-month-old daughter Sonja, went to Namibia to weigh the effects of de-horning on rhinos. In
Horn of Darkness, they tell the story of three years in the Namib Desert, studying Africa's last sizable
population of free-roaming black rhinos.
This is the closest most readers will come to experiencing life in the remaining wilds of Africa. Cunningham
and Berger, writing nate chapters, capture what it is like to leave the comforts of civilization, to camp for
months at a time in a land filled with deadly predators, to study an animal that is reclusive, unpredictable,
and highly dangerous. The authors describe staking out water holes in the dead of the night, creeping to
within twenty-seven meters of rhinos to photograph them, all the while keeping a lookout for hyenas,
elephants, and lions. They recount many heart-pounding escapes--one rhino forces Carol Cunningham up a
tree, an unseen lion in hot pursuit of hyenas races right past a frozen Joel Berger--and capture the adrenaline
rush of inching closer to a rhino that might flee--or charge--at any moment. They also give readers a clear
sense of the careful, patient work involved in studying animals, the frustration of long days without finding
rhinos or seeing other people, coping with heat and thirst (the Namib desert is one of the driest on Earth),
with dirt and insects, driving hundreds of kilometers in a Land Rover packed to capacity, slowing amassing
records on one hundred individual rhinos over the course of several years. And perhaps most important, the
authors reveal that the data they collected suggests that the de-horning project might backfire--that in the
four years after de-horning began, calf survival was down (the evidence suggests that hyenas might be
preying on calves and the horn less mothers couldn't defend their offspring). They also describe the dark side
of scientific work, from the petty jealousy of other scientists--outside researchers were often seen as
ecological imperialists--to the controversy that erupted after the authors published their findings, as furious
officials of the Namibian conservation program denounced their findings and through delays and other
tactics effectively withheld a permit to allow the couple to continue their study.
Weaving together the historical accounts of other naturalists, a vividly detailed look at life in the wild, and a
behind-the-scenes glimpse of scientific work and the dark side of the conservation movement, Horn of
Darkness is destined to be a classic work on the natural world.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Miller:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Horn of
Darkness: Rhinos on the Edge? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have different opinion?

Clarence Nelson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give
you a lot of new data. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make
anyone more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring
one to imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other
people. When you read this Horn of Darkness: Rhinos on the Edge, it is possible to tells your family, friends
and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Patricia McGuire:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book
that need more time to be go through. Horn of Darkness: Rhinos on the Edge can be your answer given it can
be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Stuart Perez:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this reserve. This Horn of Darkness: Rhinos on the Edge is
simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You
can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one
buys this book.
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