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It wasn't so long ago that the Sundance Film Festival was an inconsequential event somewhere in Utah, and
Miramax was a tiny distributor of music documentaries and soft-core trash. Today, of course, Sundance is
the most important film festival this side of Cannes, and Miramax has become an industry giant, part of the
huge Disney empire. Likewise, the directors who emerged from the independent movement, such as Quentin
Tarantino, Steven Soderbergh, and David O. Russell -- who once had to max out their credit cards to realize
their visions on the screen -- are now among the best-known directors in Hollywood. Not to mention the
actors who emerged with them, like Matt Damon, Ben Affleck, Ethan Hawke, and Uma Thurman.

Down and Dirty Pictures chronicles the rise of independent filmmakers and of the twin engines -- Sundance
and Miramax -- that have powered them. As he did in his acclaimed Easy Riders, Raging Bulls, Peter
Biskind profiles the people who took the independent movement from obscurity to the Oscars, most notably
Sundance founder Robert Redford and Harvey Weinstein, who with his brother, Bob, made Miramax an
indie powerhouse. Biskind follows Sundance as it grew from a regional film festival to the premier showcase
of independent film, succeeding almost despite the mercurial Redford, whose visionary plans were nearly
thwarted by his own quixotic personality. He charts in fascinating detail the meteoric rise of the controversial
Harvey Weinstein, often described as the last mogul, who created an Oscar factory that became the envy of
the studios, while leaving a trail of carnage in his wake. As in Easy Riders, Biskind's incisive account is
loaded with vibrant anecdotes and outrageous stories, all of it blended into a fast-moving narrative. Redford,
the Weinsteins, and the directors, producers, and actors Biskind profiles are the people who reinvented
Hollywood, making independent films mainstream. But success invariably means compromise, and it
remains to be seen whether the indie spirit can survive its corporate embrace.

Candid, mesmerizing, and penetrating, Down and Dirty Pictures is a must-read for anyone interested in the
film world and where it's headed.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Yates:

This Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the
Rise of Independent Fil without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of
Independent Fil can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it in your lovely laptop even phone. This Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and
the Rise of Independent Fil having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Christine Scott:

Here thing why this particular Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent
Fil are different and reputable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good but it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax,
Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no reserve that similar with Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance,
and the Rise of Independent Fil. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that will happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having
difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance,
and the Rise of Independent Fil in e-book can be your option.

Beth Murray:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book particularly book
entitled Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of
Independent Fil giving you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?



Patricia Northcutt:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Down and Dirty Pictures: Miramax,
Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still uncertainty Down
and Dirty Pictures: Miramax, Sundance, and the Rise of Independent Fil as good book not just by the cover
but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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