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Cecilia Vald?s is arguably the most important novel of 19th century Cuba. Originally published in New York
City in 1882, Cirilo Villaverde's novel has fascinated readers inside and outside Cuba since the late 19th
century. In this new English translation, a vast landscape emerges of the moral, political, and sexual
depravity caused by slavery and colonialism. Set in the Havana of the 1830s, the novel introduces us to
Cecilia, a beautiful light-skinned mulatta, who is being pursued by the son of a Spanish slave trader, named
Leonardo. Unbeknownst to the two, they are the children of the same father. Eventually Cecilia gives in to
Leonardo's advances; she becomes pregnant and gives birth to a baby girl. When Leonardo, who gets bored
with Cecilia after a while, agrees to marry a white upper class woman, Cecilia vows revenge. A mulatto
friend and suitor of hers kills Leonardo, and Cecilia is thrown into prison as an accessory to the crime.
For the contemporary reader Helen Lane's masterful translation of Cecilia Vald?s opens a new window into
the intricate problems of race relations in Cuba and the Caribbean. There are the elite social circles of
European and New World Whites, the rich culture of the free people of color, the class to which Cecilia
herself belonged, and then the slaves, divided among themselves between those who were born in Africa and
those who were born in the New World, and those who worked on the sugar plantation and those who
worked in the households of the rich people in Havana. Cecilia Vald?s thus presents a vast portrait of sexual,
social, and racial oppression, and the lived experience of Spanish colonialism in Cuba.
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From reader reviews:

Claudia Weidner:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book Cecilia Vald?s or El Angel Hill
(Library of Latin America). All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Sherman Etheridge:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you have read
is usually Cecilia Vald?s or El Angel Hill (Library of Latin America).

Andrea Whitt:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book.
When you go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Cecilia Vald?s or El Angel Hill (Library of Latin America) offer you a new
experience in studying a book.

Vincent Newton:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Cecilia Vald?s or El Angel Hill
(Library of Latin America) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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