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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject Rhetoric / Elocution / Oratory, grade: 1,3, The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill, course: Allgemeine Rhetorik, language: English, abstract: Abraham Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address has played a powerful role in shaping American public discourse over the centuries. It
has become one of the central documents in the evolution of American civil religion – imbued with religious
and biblical language and imagery, backed by the ethos of its orator, its rhetoric sanctifies the founding
documents and itself becomes part of the canon of “holy writ” of American civil religion.
This is all the more remarkable considering the fact that Lincoln was originally only supposed to deliver a
few appropriate remarks at the dedication of the Gettysburg battlefield as a cemetery for the fallen soldiers.
The main speaker, Edward Everett, had already given a long speech when Lincoln’s turn came. The situation
which thus presented itself to the orator posed a considerable challenge, as the audience was already weary.
It is therefore all the more fascinating to see how Lincoln succeeded in his short, dense speech – which did
not even give the photographer sufficient time to take his picture – in molding American identity by fusing
“organic union with transcendent purpose by utilizing the religious symbolism of the Christian tradition”
(White 97).
This paper will examine how the Gettysburg Address came to be one of the central documents of American
civil religion, which had a significant influence on all future public discourse.First, it will provide a brief
discussion of Abraham Lincoln as an orator. This aspect is important insofar as it is necessary to determine
what role his personal ethos played in the Gettysburg Address.
The main part will offer a close reading of the Gettysburg Address, focusing on an in-depth analysis of the
rhetorical strategies and stylistic devices Lincoln employs. This part is concerned especially with the
question of how these strategies contribute to the enduring significance of the Gettysburg Address as a
central document of American civil religion.
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From reader reviews:

Zachary Kirkland:

Here thing why this Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric of American Civil Religion are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of it
which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric
of American Civil Religion giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any reserve
out there but there is no book that similar with Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric of
American Civil Religion. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in
park, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the
imprinted book maybe the form of Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric of American
Civil Religion in e-book can be your alternate.

Brian Griffith:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric of American Civil Religion your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up
your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric
of American Civil Religion giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Flora Godfrey:

The book untitled Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric of American Civil Religion
contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex idea with easy method. The language is
very easy to understand all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will take you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice study.

Pilar Porter:

Beside this kind of Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The Rhetoric of American Civil Religion in
your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous



people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address": The
Rhetoric of American Civil Religion because this book offers for your requirements readable information.
Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
currently!
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