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Teddy Roosevelt once exclaimed, “When I am in California, I am not in the West. I am west of the West,”
and in this book, Mark Arax spends four years travelling up and down the Golden State to explore its
singular place in the world. This is California beyond the clichés. This is California as only a native son,
deep in the dust, could draw it.

Compelling, lyrical, and ominous, his new collection finds a different drama rising out of each confounding
landscape. “The Summer of the Death of Hilario Guzman” has been praised as a “stunningly intimate”
portrait of one immigrant family from Oaxaca, through harrowing border crossings and brutal raisin harvests.
Down the road in the “Home Front,” right-wing Christians and Jews form a strange pact that tries to silence
debate on the War on Terror, and a conflicted father loses not one but two sons in Iraq. “The Last Okie in
Lamont,” the inspiration for the town in the Grapes of Wrath, has but one Okie left, who tells Arax his life
story as he drives to a funeral to bury one more Dust Bowl migrant. “The Highlands of Humboldt” is a
journey to marijuana growing capital of the U.S., where the old hippies are battling the new hippies over
“pollution pot” and the local bank collects a mountain of cash each day, much of it redolent of cannabis.
Arax pieces together the murder-suicide at the heart of a rotisserie chicken empire in “The Legend of
Zankou,” a story included in the Best American Crime Reporting 2009. And, in the end, he provides a
moving epilogue to the murder of his own father, a crime in the California heartland finally solved after
thirty years.

In the finest tradition of Joan Didion, Arax combines journalism, essay, and memoir to capture social
upheaval as well as the sense of being rooted in a community. Piece by piece, the stories become a whole, a
stunning panorama of California, and America, in a new century.
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From reader reviews:

Samantha Peay:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy read one with theme
for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular West Of The West is kind of book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Kevin Loesch:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name West Of The West
suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled West Of The Westis
the main of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented
of the world with this book.

Miguel Penix:

Exactly why? Because this West Of The West is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive aspects
than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still
want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Melvin Dwyer:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is West Of The West this reserve consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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