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Since there is no shortage of excellent general books on elementary thermodynamics, this book takes a
different approach, focusing attention on the problem areas of understanding of concept and especially on the
overwhelming but usually hidden role of "constraints" in thermodynamics, as well as on the lucid exposition
of the significance, construction, and use (in the case of arbitrary systems) of the thermodynamic potential. It
will be especially useful as an auxiliary text to be used along with any standard treatment.
Unlike some texts, Methods of Thermodynamics does not use statistical mechanics as a crutch to explain the
subject. In the author's view, the student should learn to use the method of themodynamics in all its power,
applying it to any problem it may help solve. As the author states: "In view of the high level of confidence
which we place in thermodynamics, what is known thermodynamically is often considered to be known once
and for all…by restricting oneself initially to purely thermodynamic arguments, one can know what he does
know before entering domains where conclusions are less certain."
Major chapter headings in this volume include: mathematical apparatus, the first law of thermodynamics, the
second law and entropy, ideal substances, some useful formulas, internal equilibrium, and the extremal
properties of the entropy, thermodynamic potentials, phase equilibria in simple systems, osmotic systems,
systems which may perform surface work, systems in gravitational and centrifugal fields, elastic systems,
stability, and third law. 1965 edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ernest Baker:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics).
You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any
book Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics). You can add know-how and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple thing until
wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Marianne Guzman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for people. The book Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on
Physics) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on
Physics) is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book
Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics). You never feel lose out for everything in the event
you read some books.

Victor Smith:

The particular book Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) has a lot of information on it.
So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Gwendolyn Mullins:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. Methods of Thermodynamics (Dover Books on Physics) can be your answer
because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.
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