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The revolutionary war launched by Shining Path, a Maoist insurgency, was the most violent upheaval in
modern Peru’s history, claiming some 70,000 lives in the 1980s–1990s and drawing widespread international
attention. Yet for many observers, Shining Path’s initial successes were a mystery. What explained its cult-
like appeal, and what actually happened inside the Andean communities at war?

    In How Difficult It Is to Be God, Carlos Iván Degregori—the world’s leading expert on Shining Path and
the intellectual architect for Peru’s highly regarded Truth and Reconciliation Commission—elucidates the
movement’s dynamics. An anthropologist who witnessed Shining Path’s recruitment of militants in the
1970s, Degregori grounds his findings in deep research and fieldwork. He explains not only the ideology and
culture of revolution among the insurgents, but also their capacity to extend their influence to university
youths, Indian communities, and competing social and political movements.

    Making Degregori’s most important work available to English-language readers for the first time, this
translation includes a new introduction by historian Steve J. Stern, who analyzes the author’s achievement,
why it matters, and the debates it sparked. For anyone interested in Peru and Latin America’s age of “dirty
war,” or in the comparative study of revolutions, Maoism, and human rights, this book will provide arresting
new insights.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that How Difficult
It Is to Be God: Shining Path's Politics of War in Peru, 1980-1999 (Critical Human Rights) book as starter
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Ronald Walker:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take How Difficult It Is to Be God: Shining Path's Politics
of War in Peru, 1980-1999 (Critical Human Rights) as your daily resource information.

Lawrence Scuderi:

This How Difficult It Is to Be God: Shining Path's Politics of War in Peru, 1980-1999 (Critical Human
Rights) is great book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who else always
deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately
using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you
can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core
information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having How Difficult It Is to Be God: Shining Path's
Politics of War in Peru, 1980-1999 (Critical Human Rights) in your hand like having the world in your arm,
data in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen
minute right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt that will?

Lily Winstead:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve How Difficult It Is to Be God: Shining Path's Politics of War in
Peru, 1980-1999 (Critical Human Rights) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading the



book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era
like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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