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The picturesque Port of St. John’s is an enduring symbol of Newfoundlanders’ inextricable link to the sea.
Indeed, it was the geographic features of St. John’s harbour that encouraged initial settlement here, the
starting point from which the city expanded. But the legacy of the growth of the port is a unique history unto
itself. Playing a major role in the international salt fish trade, the port has been a safe haven for fishermen in
the North Atlantic since at least the 1500s, and it later proved a strategic position in WWII during the Battle
of the Atlantic. Since then, it has successfully evolved for newer industries and technologies, most notably as
a supply base for offshore oilfields as well as the largest containerized cargo handling port in Newfoundland
and Labrador. Commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the port’s incorporation under the federal
government’s jurisdiction, this book traces the oral history of the port in the twentieth century. Adapted from
over a dozen recorded interviews with those who have most intimately seen and shaped the port’s evolution,
A Beautiful Sight is a unique glimpse into one of the most storied harbours in North America.

In the fifty years since its incorporation as a federal government port, the Port of St. John’s has undergone
remarkable change. Within the past three decades, the port has reinvented itself as a base for the oil industry
and a major cargo terminal, a remarkable transformation for a port that credited its existence to the salt fish
trade for five centuries. For years the port had hosted the arrival and departure of the spring seal fishery,
which brought men from all over the island to the harbourfront in hopes of securing a berth at sea. Fishermen
from all over the world relied upon the Port of St. John’s as the only safe haven in the North Atlantic, and
many foreign sailors became intimately acquainted with the people and geography of St. John’s. In
particular, the annual visit of the Portuguese White Fleet helped strengthen a special cultural relationship that
is still nurtured today. For centuries of seamen who worked on these frigid waters, the port was their St.
John’s.
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From reader reviews:

John Champlin:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question because
just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of
St. John's to read.

Gale Coachman:

The book untitled A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of St. John's is the e-book that recommended to
you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language
that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of St. John's from the publisher
to make you more enjoy free time.

Heidi Crenshaw:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of St. John's this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer
made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.

Annie Hiatt:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This A Beautiful Sight: Stories from the Port of St.
John's can be the response, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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