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The Manly Masquerade unravels the complex ways men were defined as men in Renaissance Italy through
readings of a vast array of sixteenth- and seventeenth-century evidence: medical and travel literature;
theology; law; myth; conduct books; and plays, chivalric romances, and novellas by authors including
Machiavelli, Tasso, and Ariosto. Valeria Finucci shows how ideas of masculinity were formed in the midst
of acute anxiety about paternity by highlighting the beliefs—widely held at the time—that conception could
occur without a paternal imprimatur or through a woman’s encounter with an animal, or even that a pregnant
woman’s imagination could erase the father’s "signature" from the fetus. Against these visions of
reproduction gone awry, Finucci looks at how concepts of masculinity were tied to issues of paternity
through social standing, legal matters, and inheritance practices.

Highlighting the fissures running through Italian Renaissance ideas of manliness, Finucci describes how,
alongside pervasive images of the virile, sexually active man, early modern Italian culture recognized the
existence of hermaphrodites and started to experiment with a new kind of sexuality by manufacturing a non-
man: the castrato. Following the creation of castrati, the Church forbade the marriage of all non-procreative
men, and, in this move, Finucci identifies a powerful legitimation of the view that what makes men is not the
possession of male organs or the ability to have sex, but the capability to father. Through analysis, anecdote,
and rich cultural description, The Manly Masquerade exposes the "real" early modern man: the paterfamilias.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hill:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity,
Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance book since this book offers you rich facts and knowledge.
Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Stephen Ross:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now is taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity,
and Castration in the Italian Renaissance as your daily resource information.

Shane Hamilton:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity,
Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance e-book written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still uncertainty The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian
Renaissance as good book not simply by the cover but also through the content. This is one publication that
can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional
sixth sense.

Pedro Lewis:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From the
book The Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance we can have
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book The
Manly Masquerade: Masculinity, Paternity, and Castration in the Italian Renaissance. You can more inviting



than now.
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