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Her maps of the ocean floor have been called " one of the most remar kable achievementsin modern
cartography", yet no one knows her name.

Soundings is the story of the enigmatic, unknown woman behind one of the greatest achievements of the
20th century. Before Marie Tharp, geologist and gifted draftsperson, the whole world, including most of the
scientific community, thought the ocean floor was a vast expanse of nothingness. In 1948, at age 28, Marie
walked into the newly formed geophysical Iab at Columbia University and practically demanded ajob. The
scientists at the lab were al male; the women who worked there were relegated to secretary or assistant.
Through sheer willpower and obstinacy, Marie was given the job of interpreting the soundings (records of
sonar pings measuring the ocean's depths) brought back from the ocean-going expeditions of her male
colleagues. The marriage of artistry and science behind her analysis of this dry data gave birth to a major
work: the first comprehensive map of the ocean floor, which laid the groundwork for proving the then-
controversial theory of continental drift.

When combined, Mari€'s scientific knowledge, her eye for detail and her skill as an artist revealed not a vast
empty plane, but an entire world of mountains and vol canoes, ridges and rifts, and a gateway to the past that
allowed scientists the means to imagine how the continents and the oceans had been created over time.

Just as Marie dedicated more than twenty years of her professional life to what became the Lamont
Geological Observatory, engaged in the task of mapping every ocean on Earth, she dedicated her personal
life to her great friendship with her co-worker, Bruce Heezen. Partnersin work and in many ways, partners
inlife, Marie and Bruce were devoted to one another as they rose to greater and greater prominence in the
scientific community, only to be envied and finally dismissed by their beloved institute. They went on
together, refining and perfecting their work and contributing not only to humanity's vision of the ocean floor,
but to the way subsequent generations would view the Earth asawhole.

With an imagination asintuitive as Mari€e's, brilliant young writer Hali Felt brings to vivid life the story of
the pioneering scientist whose work became the basis for the work of others scientists for generationsto
come.
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From reader reviews:
Pat Billings:

This Soundings. The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor usually are reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Soundings: The Story of
the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor can be one of several great books you must haveis
actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Soundings: The
Story of the Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor giving you an enormous of experience such
asrich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day activity. So,
let's haveit and luxuriate in reading.

Steve Teegar den:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencetired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable
Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like
to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
onitsreferred to as reading friends.

Clayton Bruce:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
limited story and the biggest one is hovel. Now, why not seeking Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable
Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world
considerably better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So,
for al you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick Soundings: The Story of the
Remarkable Woman Who Mapped the Ocean Floor become your starter.

Lynda Alford:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just watching
TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, think
reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book,
taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Soundings: The Story of the Remarkable Woman Who
Mapped the Ocean Floor which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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