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A Vertical Mile from Richard Wakefield isafinalist in the 2011 Able Muse Book Award. Keenly observed
themes about people and the land they live in show a profound sense of awe before natural beauty and alove
of country life, while recognizing the effect of indifference and inexorable technological advancement.
Included are poems about childhood, seasonal changes, mountain climbing, religion and its questions and
doubts, life and death, human origins. These poems of stunning artistry show Wakefield in complete
command of his craft. This amemorable collection whose insights and pleasures are not to be missed.

PRAISE FOR A VERTICAL MILE:

Deeply rooted in the human history and natural order of his native state, Richard Wakefield' s A Vertical Mile
depicts lifein rural Washington?people, animals, plants, geological formations, the weather and the seasons.
Building on his powerful and impressive first collection East of Early Winters, Wakefield, in A Vertical
Mile, has now firmly established himself as one of America' s foremost formal poets. In their memorable
presentation by way of deftly employed narrative, meter, rhyme, metaphor, symbol, and diction, the poems
in this new collection, once read, cannot be easily dislodged from the mind. That, in itself, is evidence that
Wakefield s best poems are a permanent addition to American letters.

— David Middleton

Richard Wakefield crafts his verse to exacting standards yet keeps it uncontrived. Throughout A Vertical
Mile, Wakefield shows us much about ourselves and the various worlds we inhabit, often of our own
making. What he reveals may be sobering or amusing, uplifting or distressing. But, carried by avoice as
versatile as the intelligence behind it, it is sure to surprise and delight us as well.

— David Sanders (from the “Foreword”)

Richard Wakefield writes with arare metrical skill that calls to mind the poetry of Robert Frost, and like
Frost he tells intricate and compelling stories about ordinary people living close to the land. But there's
nothing nostalgic here. There’' s compassion, and decency, but never an easy answer. Wakefield' s choice of
conventional form isawry and subtle comment on the contemporary moment, and his mastery of that form
raises hiswork above al the chaos and fads. No, these poems are not nostalgic. They are timeless.

— Chris Anderson

The arc of discovery iswhat one traversesin Richard Wakefield' s poetry. It may be aremembered seascape

made new by the dust of familial ashes or alost town, covered by a century of aforest’s reclaiming growth.

As a poet of the outdoors?one who sees and, seeing, makes new what he has seenAWakefield is unsurpassed.
—R.S. Gwynn

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Richard Wakefield, born in Renton, Washington, in 1952, earned his Ph.D. in American Literature at the
University of Washington-Seattle with a dissertation on the poetry of Robert Frost. For nearly thirty years he
has taught literature and composition at Tacoma Community College and the University of Washington-
Tacoma. For over twenty-five years he has been areviewer of fiction, literature, biography, and literary
criticism for the Seattle Times. His poetry collection, East of Early Winters (University of Evansville Press,



2006), received the Richard Wilbur Award. His poem “Petrarch” won the 2010 Howard Nemerov Sonnet
Award. He and his wife, Catherine, have been married thirty-nine years and have two grown daughters.
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From reader reviews:
James Bass:

This A Vertical Mile tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main
reason of this A Vertical Mile can be on thelist of great books you must have will be giving you more than
just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your before knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditionsin e-book and
printed ones. Beside that this A Vertical Mile giving you an enormous of experience for examplerich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So, let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Clinton Whitten:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject A Vertical Mile
suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled A
Vertical Mileisasingle of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired |ots of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know just
before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to
understand the core of this guide. This book will give you alarge amount of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Dustin Davis:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the extratime or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. Peopleis human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess when the
spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your aternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
will be A Vertical Mile.

Lauren Cook:

Isit you who having sparetimein that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Vertical Mile can be the solution, oh
how comes? The new book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your extratime by reading in
this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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